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nnnn Notes mmmm 

Hi Folks, 

 The Django Reinhardt NY Festival at Birdland is here!  The shows are only until November 9th.  
Birdland is located at 315 W.44th St. NYC, NY.  I was there Wednesday night.  More on that next week.  
http://www.djangobirdland.com   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

One thing that I love about Annabelle’s in Brooklyn is meeting so 
many extremely talented musicians.  One such musician is 
drummer Willie Martinez.  The night I met him, he gave me a CD 
that he released recently with his band La Familia Sextet called 
“After Winter Spring.”  I was absolutely thrilled with what I heard.  
Willie and his unique sextet marry the infectious polyrhythmic 
sound of Latin music with the 
improvisation of traditional jazz.  
This dynamic combination is 
distinctive and very stimulating.  
With this recording, Willie didn’t 

bring in session musicians.  He wanted listeners to feel the chemistry La Familia 
has developed over six years of performing live together.  This week we have a 
great opportunity to hear them live at Annabelle’s on Saturday night.  I’m sure 
that once you hear them, you’ll want your own copy of their last CD.  I’m also 
sure that Willie will have a few with him that he’ll be happy to autograph!  Check 
out their MySpace page & I’m sure you’ll agree that this is a show worth 
traveling to Red Hook to see.  http://www.myspace.com/lafamiliasextet  See you 
there!   

 Donna Maxon sent the following invitation.  
Donna is on the Board of COAHSI.   

COAHSI's mission is to develop, foster, and 
promote arts, cultural and humanities activities on 
Staten Island. 

When: Thursday Nov 06, 2008 at 8:00 PM 
Where: Everything Goes Book Cafe 
             208 Bay Street Staten Island, New York 

It is important that SI Artists/Musicians 

become involved. 

http://www.statenislandarts.org/ 

                                             Mike 
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� Road Less Traveled � 

 

There’s something very comfortable about listening 

to songs from the Great American Songbook played 

by a competent Big Band.  Though these tunes were 

popular when my parents were young, I’ve come to 

love them as well.  I guess my initiation to these 

songs came while doing Community Theater over 

the years.  I love 

Broadway musicals 

and a great number 

of the American 

Standards actually 

were born on a 

Broadway Stage.  

My induction to big 

bands came when I 

heard Maynard 

Ferguson’s Conquistador album; followed by Count 

Basie’s Sixteen Men Swinging.  Unfortunately, the 

latter was never made into a CD.  These albums 

stated my journey into the world of Big Band Jazz 

and to artists like Artie Shaw, Benny Goodman, 

Duke Ellington, Glenn Miller, Harry James, Jimmy 

Dorsey, Lionel Hampton, Louis Armstrong, Tommy 

Dorsey, Woody Herman, Buddy Rich, Lionel 

Hampton, and Gene Krupa, and Louis Prima.  I 

think the attraction was all about my childhood 

memories of my aunts & uncles and scratchy old 78 

RPM records.  These were happy times & the music 

represented that feeling.  It was with this history 

that I went to Café Remy’s on Sunday to hear Marie 

Stack’s M.A.S. Swing.  They certainly had the full 

sound needed to do justice to songs like Jimmy 

Dorsey’s hit Green Eyes, Nat King Cole’s 

Unforgettable, Begin the Beguine (written by Cole 

Porter), In the Mood (Glenn Miller 1939), 

Moonlight Serenade (also Glenn Miller 1939), 

Tenderly, Route 66, April in Paris, and New York, 

New York.  Their 14 piece band was a mix of 

young performers & those who may have had a 

history with the bands listed above.  Marie played 

drums, while Stan Auld manned the tenor 

sax/clarinet/vocals; Alvin Pall, the lead alto sax; 

Charles Klaif, the piano; and Gerald Lindsey the 

bass.  Trumpets were played by Joe Schufle, Tony 

Bavota, & Alicia Rau.  The trombonists are Lolly 

Bienfeld and Ken Mahoney. 

Most people associate the song “Sing Sing Sing” 

with Benny Goodman and drummer Gene Krupa, 

but few know that it was written by Louis Prima in 

1936.  Prima’s version had vocals & after 

Goodman’s band got done adding instrumental 

passages, it really didn’t sound much like the 

original.  It ended up being Goodman’s 

most famous tune and, perhaps, the 

most known tune of entire Swing Era. 

M.A.S. Swing did the Goodman version 

to start the first set.  Marie stepped aside 

for drummer Dick Bennett specifically 

for this tune.  Dick knew Benny 

Goodman & was an associate of Gene 

Krupa.  He taught drums at Gene’s 

music school.  He even taught the 

infamous drummers Carmine (Vanilla Fudge, 

Cactus, & Pink Floyd) 

and Vinnie Appice (Dio, 

Black Sabbath, Rick 

Derringer, John 

Lennon)!  He probably 

has played that tune 

thousands of times & his 

sense of swing, timing, 

and technique spoke of a 

man who has reached the pinnacle of his craft.   

The crowd was enthusiastic.  Many danced & 

everyone had fun.  Bands of this size are becoming 

a rarity due to economic considerations.  It is really 

nice to have an opportunity to experience live music 

by a Big Band.  Kudos to Marie & the band for 

preserving Big Band Swing.  www.mariestack.com 

I must also applaud Eddie Batiz of Café Remy’s for 

continuing the Big Band tradition that was a part of 

the former TJ Bentleys for so many years.  Café 

Remy has exquisite food, a great bar, live 

entertainment (Jazz, Blues, Latin, and Reggae), and 

a late night club. 

http://www.remylounge

nyc.com  

 




